THE RELIGION OF NUMA

as the deus Fidius. As a still later develop-
ment the cult-title will, as it were, break off and
set up for itself, usually in the form of an abstract
personification : luppiter, in the two special capa-
cities just noted, gives birth to Victoria and Fides.
The conception of the numen being so form-
less and indefinite, it is not surprising that
in the genuine Roman religion there should
have been no anthropomorphic representations
oft/he divinity at all 'For 170 years/ Varro
tells us, taking his date from the traditional
foundation of the city in 754 B.C., * the Romans
worshipped their gods without images/ and he
adds the characteristic comment, * those who
introduced representations among the nations,
took away fear and brought in falsehood/
Symbols of a few deities were no doubt recog-
nised; wo have noticed already the ailex of
luppiter and the boundary-stone of Terminus,
which were probably at an earlier period them-
selves objects of worship, and to these we may
add the sacred spears of Mars, and the aigilla of
the Stafce*Penates. But for the most part the
numina were without even such symbolic repre-
sentation, nor till about the end of the regal
period was any form of temple built for theni
to dwell in. The nacrcd fire of Vesta near the
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